We teach too much and our students learn too little. That is more than a sound bite. It defines a very real problem and places an appropriate focus on the magic of learning rather than the rote process of teaching.
Our students are too important and the challenges that face future generations too great to permit this to continue. We must understand what happens as we interact with our students and do everything we can to ensure that every minute we spend "teaching" causes learning and accelerates ability.
It seems simple -great teachers enjoy teaching -great students enjoy learning. Society desperately needs them both to succeed. What can we do?
We need to change from a teacher centered approach where the balance of power lies with the teacher and where the need to "cover the content" is paramount to a learner centered approach that emphasizes independence, self motivation and individual responsibility. We need to develop a learning process that survives, grows and flourishes throughout life.
Many have contributed to a substantial body of knowledge on teaching and learning. The pieces we need to assemble the jigsaw puzzle are available. Weimer 1 reminds us that "Like other puzzles this one comes with a picture on the box: we know what learning looks like when it happens." Our experiences, our anecdotes and the stories we tell help each of us assemble our own jigsaw puzzles, complete our own pictures and build on the personal talent we bring to the very best job of all -improving our students ability to learn.
It is so much more than "teaching." 
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